Volume 20, Issue 2

veryone loves a wedding!
Unless you’re the parents of
the bride or groom—or the bride
and groom—or closely related to
the bride and groom—or the newly
ordained pastor in charge of said
service! Everyone loves a wedding until the chaos and the hurt
feelings and all your redneck “kin”
join in to help make a day that no
one will ever forget.
The Futrelle sisters are throwing a wedding and the rumor mill
in their small town of Fayro, Texas
is working overtime. The sisters,
played by TCT veterans Pam
Crippen (Gypsy), Liz Dawson
(Oklahoma), and Suzanne Oakley
(Honky Tonk Angels) are no
strangers to gossip. They did survive the scandalous breakup of
their almost-famous gospel singing
trio, The Sermonettes.
As the sisters try to pull off
“one final Futrelle occasion,” wedding hope turns to despair as one
piece of bad news follows another,
the worst of which is that no one
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can seem to find the bride and
groom. The sisters, with the help
of wedding coordinator Miss
Geneva (Lisa Kimes) and the
father of the bride (Rick Brooks),
both last seen in Gum Tree’s
Carousel, can’t quite keep up with
each additional problem. And one
of the twin sisters, the non-marrying one, who are both played by
Chelsea Petty (And Then There
Were None), finds ways to keep
the unsuspecting guests in the
pews. Meanwhile a highway
patrolman (Russell Fox from last
season’s Star Spangled Girl) races
off to track down the runaway
bride and groom.
Todd Barnett, also from Star
Spangled Girl, plays the reluctant
Reverend Justin Waverly. Cheryl
Sproles, in her TCT stage debut,
appears as psychic Nelda
Lightfoot. Margaret Gousset (42nd
Street) is the conniving mother of
the groom. TCT newcomer Stacey
Scott rounds out the cast as the
over medicated boyfriend Wiley

Hicks. Confused? You won’t be
when you see the November 1921 production.
The production staff includes
first time director Keith Gilbert,
assistant director Craig Helmuth,
production manager David
Neilsen, stage manager David
Atkins, and Bronwyn Teague light
design. Tickets are $15 for adults
and $6 for students and may be
reserved by calling TCT Office at
844-1935. Come enjoy all the
southern fun and leave all the
headaches to the residents of
Fayro!

November 19-21,
2009
7:30 p.m.
November 21, 2009
2:00 p.m.

N otes from the President
ongratulations and
thanks to the cast and
crew of Crowns! If our first production is any indication of the rest
of the season, we are in for a real
treat. Our partnership with Ole
Miss to bring Bill Oberst, Jr. to
Tupelo for his one man show A
Tribute to Lewis Grizzard provided
a wonderful evening of humor and
melancholy. The third annual
haunted theatre was also a big
success and we are so grateful for
those volunteers who worked to
make it happen under the able
leadership of Steve Miller.
If it seems like there are more
things going on at TCT lately, you
are not imagining things. On
November 7, West of Shakerag
returns for Improvaganza: Healing
a Post Recession Tupelo One
Laugh at a Time. If you missed
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this talented group of actors the
first time around, do yourself a
favor and make plans to join us for
their encore performance. They
promise a very entertaining and
comical night. Next, we have our
second show of our fortieth season, Dearly Beloved – I can’t wait
to see how they pull off this interesting weddin’. And, on December
3, Mac McAnally will return for
another concert and this time,
Tupelo’s own Busted Screendoor
Unplugged will open for him.
After the holidays, make plans
to join us in January as we partner
with the Downtown Tupelo Main
Street Association for Elvis’ 75th
birthday celebration. We’ll also
host Mississippi Theatre
Association’s annual festival and
convention. And, did you know that
as a season ticket holder, you

have access to order tickets to all
these off-season events before
they go on sale to the general
public? It’s just another advantage
of, and our way of saying thanks
for, being a supporter of Tupelo
Community Theatre.
Cooler temperatures are finally
making their way to Northeast
Mississippi and the beautiful
changing leaves are telling us that
autumn is here. We hope you will
find time to join us on Broadway
for some or all of these wonderful
opportunities to experience a variety of entertainment options. There
is truly something for
everyone.
See you
at the Lyric,
-Suzye Sheffield,
President

Boy Scout Food Drive During
“Dearly Beloved”
upelo Community Theatre, in
partnership with the Boy Scouts,
will collect canned goods for their
Scouting for Food campaign during
all four performances of Dearly
Beloved. As an encouragement to
our patrons to participate in this project, we will offer free concessions to
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patrons who bring at least one canned good to a performance. Also, you may purchase a ticket to the
Saturday, November 21, 2:00 p.m. matinee performance for only $10 if you contribute five cans of food
(a savings of $5).
Please help TCT and the Boy Scouts provide
much needed resources to our local Salvation Army
during the holiday season.

Auditions for “Catfish Moon”
upelo Community Theatre will hold auditions for Catfish Moon Sunday, December 6, at
2:00 p.m. and Monday, December 7, at 7:00 p.m. at the Lyric Theatre. Parts are available for three men (ages 40-50) and one woman (age 40-50).
This poignant southern comedy is written by Mississippi playwright Laddy Sartin, who
is a native of Brookhaven and an alumnus of University of Southern Mississippi. It is a
charming, down-home Southern comedy with a heady blend of rustic comedy and
romance—and one of the funniest love triangles ever. The story centers around four
friends and a deteriorating fishing pier that helps lift the weight of adulthood with laughter
and a love of fishing. Directed by Jennifer Cummings, production dates are March 11-13,
2010. For more information, call the TCT office at 662-844-1935.
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“Mini-Season” Packages Available
upelo Community Theatre is celebrating 40 years of entertainment
excellence with a season filled with
comedies, dramas, and musicals.
Season ticket holders comprise the
membership of the Tupelo Community
Theatre. Tom Booth, executive director
of TCT offers three reasons to join
more than 1,000 current season ticket
holders. First, patrons have the chance
to see award-wining theatre right here
in Tupelo. In 2001, 2004, and 2008,
TCT won “Best Production” at the
Mississippi Theatre Association
Festival, and in 2004, its production of Bel Canto was
a winner at the Southeastern Theatre Conference
Festival. Secondly, by becoming a season ticket holder, patrons are supporting the historic Lyric Theatre
building as a venue for live theatre. Finally, TCT
members receive advance notice of upcoming concerts and events at the theatre, including the ability to
purchase tickets before they are released to the general public.
“Thanks to the great support from the people of
North Mississippi, TCT is one of the leaders in the
sale of season tickets among comparable community
theatres, “ said Booth. “We hope to continue to grow
our patron base.”
Mini season ticket packages are available for
those interested in purchasing tickets to the remaining 2009-2010 season shows including Dearly
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Beloved (November 19-21), Evening of
Entertainment (January 28-30), Catfish
Moon (March 11-13), and All Shook Up
(May 6-8). By ordering season tickets,
patrons receive 40% off ticket prices at
the door. A popular Christmas gift, tickets for individual shows or season ticket packages for the 2010-2011 season
may also be purchased.
There is more than just live theatre
happening on Broadway in Tupelo.
Other events planned at the Lyric
include a performance by the improv
group, West of Shakerag, on Saturday,
November 7 at 7:30 p.m.; Mac McAnally in concert
on Thursday, December 3 at 7:30 p.m.; Elvis
Presley’s 75th birthday celebration, co-sponsored by
the Downtown Tupelo Main Street Association, with
Bill Cherry, winner of the Tupelo Elvis Festival
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Competition and the
National competition in Memphis, TN. TCT will also
host the Mississippi Theatre Association’s annual
conference January 14-17, 2010.
With something for everyone, there is no better
time to become a season ticket holder and join the
1,000 strong members in celebrating 40 years of
entertainment excellence right here at home. For
more information on TCT, or to purchase a season
ticket package, please contact Tom Booth at 662-8441935 or 1tct@bellsouth.net. For more information on
the theatre, please visit www.tct.ms.

Hearing Assistance Devices
o you sometimes have a little
trouble hearing during a performance at the Lyric? Do you
sometimes miss the punch line for
a joke or have trouble understanding the lyrics to songs? Did you
know TCT has four hearing assistance devices available for each
production? The units are similar
to a small radio and have one ear
plug. Users can control the volume to enhance their enjoyment of
each production.
If you would like to reserve
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one of the small, battery-powered
units for a show, call the TCT
office before the production and
we’ll have one waiting for you in
the box office when you arrive. If
you don’t reserve one in advance,
you may check with the staff when
you arrive to see if any units are
still available.
As always, please let us know
if there is anything else we can do
at the Lyric to enhance your enjoyment of our productions. We don’t
want you to miss a single word!
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Mac is Back!
ac Is Back! TCT is excited
to announce Mac McAnally in
concert December 3, 2009 at 7:30
p.m in the historic Lyric Theatre.
As accomplished and acclaimed a
music maker as Mac McAnally has
been over his storied career, he’s
never seen anything quite like
2009. Last week, Mac was honored with ASCAP and Nashville
Songwriters Association
International awards for “Down
The Road,” the Kenny Chesney
smash which hit Mac wrote.
McAnally performed the song with
Chesney as well, leading to a
recent CMA Awards nomination for
the two artists in the Musical Event
of the Year category.
Mac is nominated for the
CMA’s Musician of the Year, an
honor he also won in 2008. And
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he’ll be on hand November 11 as
this year’s CMA Awards are handed out during the ABC telecast
from Nashville’s Sommet Center.
When he’s not picking up tro-

phies, McAnally is busy filling concert venues and pleasing fans.
Named to the Songwriters’ Hall of
Fame in 2007 and the Mississippi
Music Hall of Fame in 2008,
McAnally has written six number
one singles in his career.
Signed to Show Dog Nashville,
Mac released “Down By The
River” in August, immediately
drawing the kind of accolades
you’d expect for a musician and
artist who’s been sought out by the
likes of Hank Williams, Jr., Amy
Grant, Jimmy Buffett, Travis Tritt,
and many more.
Tupelo’s own group Busted
Screendoor Unplugged, led by Tim
Warren, will open the concert.
Tickets for the TCT event are
$30 each and may be reserved by
calling the TCT office at 844-1935.

Elvis 75th Birthday Extravaganza
hat better
way is
there to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of
the birth of Elvis
than for TCT and
Downtown
Tupelo Main
Street
Association to
join forces on
January 7, 2010
to bring Ultimate
Elvis Tribute
Artist (UETA)
winner Brandon
Bennett and 2009 UETA winner Bill Cherry to the
Lyric stage at 7:30 p.m.? Tickets are on sale now by
calling the Downtown Tupelo Main Street Association
at 662-841-6598.
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Several ticket options are available:
$79.00
Front Row Seating at the Lyric
Pre-Concert Reception at the Convention and Visitors
Bureau Lobby 6:00-7:00
VIP Meet and Greet following the Concert
$54.00
Premium Seating on Rows 2-6
Pre-Concert Reception at the CVB Lobby 6:00-7:00
VIP Meet and Greet following the Concert
$29.00
E-Club Members
Pre-Concert Reception at the CVB Lobby 6:00-7:00
Reserved Seating
$29.00
Reserved Seating

Host Diane Williams will welcome special guest Tom Booth, Executive Director
of TCT, on Mississippi Public Radio’s The Mississippi Arts Hour at 3:00 p.m. on
November 8, 2009. Don’t miss it!
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Haunted Theatre a Huge Success
t was pretty spooky around
TCT and the Lyric late last
month!
In just one short week more
than fifty volunteers worked to
transform Tupelo Community
Theatre for the Fourth Annual
TCT Haunted Theatre. The
Haunted Theatre was a huge
success – once again exceeding
numbers from previous years.
More than 1400 people enjoyed
the history of the Lyric mixed
with good old fashioned stories
of the ghastly and ghoulish. A new record attendance
with 300 more patrons than any other year! These
efforts were led this year by Steve Miller and a host

of individuals responsible for
producing and directing various
scenes in the theatre. Special
thanks to Allana Austin, David
Collins, Dave Dawson, and
Bentley Burns for leading this
effort. We would like to extend
our thanks to the many volunteers that gave of their time and
talents to make this one of our
most successful events ever.
We would also like to thank our
sponsor, Sprint Print, who made
this event possible.
Plans are already underway for an even better
and scarier Haunted Theatre next year. See you in
October 2010!
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Lewis Grizzard Event

TCT Board Members (l to r) Tommy Green, Suzanne Oakley, Tracie Maxey-Conwill, Rob Rice, and
Executive Director Tom Booth enjoy talking with Lewis Grizzard’s widow, Dedra, after Bill Oberst, Jr.’s
performance of Lewis Grizzard: In His Own Words on October 8, 2009 at the Lyric.

TCT PERSONNEL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TCT
200 North Broadway
P.O. Box 1094
Tupelo, MS 38802
662-844-1935
e-mail address:
1tct@bellsouth.net
Visit us online at
www.tct.ms

Renee Baldwin
Fred Cannon
Tracie Maxey-Conwill
Liz Dawson
Jay Dey
Jauna Ellis
Beth Stone Frick
Tommy Green
Craig Helmuth
Rosemary Jarrell
Judd Wilson

5

Josh Mabus
Steve McAlilly
Danny McKenzie
Lynn Nelson
Suzanne Oakley
Rob Rice
Debra Robison
Suzye Sheffield
Michelle Waits
Wayne Williams

EMERITUS
Jess Mark (1982-2008)
Gene Murphey
Ruth Liveakos (1969-2008)
Edith Thomas

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Tom Booth

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Tupelo, MS 38802
PERMIT No. 272

Address Service Requested

Season Sponsor:

This project funded
in part by a grant
from the Mississippi
Arts Commission

Improvaganza! at TCT
est of Shake Rag
Improv Troupe invites
you to Improvaganza:
Healing a Post-Recession
Tupelo One Laugh at a Time
at the Lyric Theatre on
Saturday, November 7th at
7:30 p.m. Doors open at
6:30 for a pre-show party
serving beer and wine at the
cash bar in the lobby.
General admission seats are
$5.
West of Shake Rag is
grateful for the positive and
overwhelming response it received from its Explosive
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Debut at the Lyric in
August and would like to
thank everyone for their
support. They look forward
to performing their second
show in the tradition of
other “off the cuff” comedy
programs such as “Who’s
Line Is It Anyway?” or
NPR’s “Wait, Wait... Don’t
Tell Me!” No two shows
are ever quite the same but
are sure to leave you
laughing! For more information, you may contact
the TCT office at 662-844-1935.

