Volume 23, Issue 2

November, 2012

TCT Presents

W

hat do you do when life’s circumstances steal
the Christmas spirit of an overly protective single mother who is passing on her skepticism to her
young daughter? You pray for a miracle, of course!
That’s just what happens as TCT presents Miracle on
34th Street adapted by Mountain Community Theater
from the novel by Valentine Davies. This updated version of the 1940’s classic has the action taking place
in the hustle and bustle of present-day New York City.
Laden with the responsibility of being the assistant
to Mr. Macy, Doris Walker (Bethany Ramsey) doesn’t
feel she has time for all of the merriment of Christmas.
A very difficult divorce has given her a negative view
of the world and she is determined to protect her
daughter Susan (Abby Spires) from becoming involved in any of
the frivolity.
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Friend and
neighbor Fred
7:30 p.m.
Gayley (Jamie
Fair) wants to
December 8, 2012
see Susan enjoy
2:00 p.m.
everything about
Christmas. He
Sponsored by:
tries to convince
Doris to loosen
her grip on Susan just a little,
and at the same

time, Fred would like to
become more than just a friend to Doris.
The action would not be complete without Kris
Kringle (Richmond Smith), whom Doris believes is
just a nice old man who sees the world through rosecolored glasses. Kris, however, truly believes he is
Santa Claus and eventually ends up in court to prove
it! Dr. Pierce (Kevin Barrington) tries to secure Kris
a comfortable, safe place to stay when he is booted
from the Maplewood Home. Shelley Shellhammer
(Beverly Murphree), assistant to Doris Walker, sees
Kris as an excellent replacement for the parade Santa
(Marcus Jones) who arrives in an unstable condition
with a “bottle of warmth” tucked under his arm.
Problems continue to grow as Leslie Sawyer
(Shannon Shepherd), Macy’s vocational guidance
counselor, becomes convinced that Kris is suffering
from delusions and could very soon become violent.
Leslie manages to have Kris committed to Bellevue
State Hospital, but Fred agrees to fight for Kris and
have him declared competent.
Judge Harper (David Neilsen) presides over the
hearing while being reminded by his campaign manager Charlene Halloran (Caye Durbin) that he must
be careful with this case as the outcome could severely damage his reelection bid. Prosecuting
attorney Mara (Chanda Cossitt) is charged with establishing Kringle’s incompetence, but is surprised
(Continued on page 2)
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Mini Season Ticket Package
A

re you looking for the
perfect Christmas gift? Do
you enjoy award
-winning theatre? Did you intended to purchase TCT season tickets but
just never got around to it? Would
you like to support the historic Lyric theatre and receive the benefits

of membership? It’s not too late to
join our record-setting 1200+ season ticket patrons and enjoy the
four remaining productions of
TCT’s 43d season. Mini-Season
ticket packages are available for
the remaining shows this season:
Miracle on 34th Street, The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee (January 31-February 2,
2013), To Kill a Mockingbird
(March 21-23, 2013), and Bye Bye
Birdie (May 2-4, 2013).

Mini-Season ticket holders receive at least 35% off individual
door ticket prices. Also a popular
Christmas gift, tickets for individual
shows may be purchased in addition to ticket packages. With something for everyone, there is no better time to become a season ticket
holder. For more information about
TCT or the benefits of membership, please contact Box Office
Manager Lisa Hall at 662-8441935.

Additional Activities with Miracle

T

CT will offer two student productions of Miracle on 34th
Street on Wednesday, December
5, at 9:00a.m. and 12:00noon.
All seats are $3 for these special
performances. Call the TCT box
office at 844-1935 to reserve
seating for your classes.

T

CT is partnering with Boy
and Girl Scouts' Food for
Families drive during all productions of Miracle on 34th Street.
Each patron who bring a canned
food contribution will receive free
concessions.

Miracle on 34th Street, cont’d
Miracle on 34th Street is under the direction of
Bobby Geno with Maria Geno as assistant director
when her son James (William Deas) is called as a
and Craig Helmuth as stage manager. Lighting dewitness and identifies Santa Claus in the courtroom. signer is Bronwyn Teague
Adding to the excitement is a large cast portraying and Mallory Davidson will
courtroom spectators and parents and children wait- serve as lighting technician.
ing in line to visit Santa: Amanda Staggs, Jessica
Miracle on 34th Street will
Briggs, Suzanna Jones, Jacob Jones, Jennifer
light the Lyric stage DecemHopkins, John Young, Brent Roberson, Tyler
ber 6-8 at 7:30 each evening.
Swinney, Brandon Stafford, Jeremy Staggs, John There will also be a Saturday
McCuiston, Eron Hendrix, Susie Clark, Lindsey
matinee at 2:00 p.m. Tickets
Hopkins, Lisa Poole, Mary Morgan Lyle, Lee
are $18 for adults and $6 for
McKenzie, Richie Smith, Tonya Smith, Isaac
students. For reservations,
Staggs, Noah Cox, William Petty, Brad Durbin,
call the TCT box office at
Colm McCool, Carolyn Neilsen, and Barbara Toft. 844-1935.
(Continued from page 1)
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Contests Galore!

CT’s new Playbill program premiered at our
season-opening production of
Moonlight and Magnolias.
The Playbill features more
than 40 ads from area businesses and supporters. We
want to thank our advertisers
and encourage our patrons to
shop with them, so TCT is offering prizes at the end
of our season in May 2013! How do you get in on the
action? Do business with one of our Playbill advertisers and bring us the receipt with your name and
phone number clearly printed on the back. (A copy is
fine and please mark out any personal information.)

Just drop the receipt in the container in
the lobby next time you’re at the Lyric.
TCT is also participating in the
Downtown Tupelo Main Street Association’s Win the Window contest with 22
other downtown businesses. For each
$20 you spend, you will receive one
entry to win a prize package worth
more than $2,500. The prize package
is on display in the window of Laher Law Firm at 207
W. Main Street in downtown Tupelo. (If you purchase
a mini-season ticket package for $50, you’ll receive
two entries for Win the Window.) This contest runs
until December 13 with the drawing held December
14. Please support TCT and our downtown merchants this holiday season.

E

very year the TCT
Haunted Theatre
has grown, getting better and scarier and
more fun! This year
was no different.
Steve Miller and
David Dawson led a
host of volunteers who
escorted a record number of participants
through the Lyric building. They all enjoyed scares,
screams and encounters with our resident ghost,
Antoine.
This successful fundraising event helps TCT do
many “extra” things not in the budget, like repairs to
the building and presenting educational programs.
Thanks to all who worked on Haunted Theatre!
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Tupelo, MS 38802
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1tct@bellsouth.net

At the annual meeting of DTMSA, several familiar
faces from TCT won awards. Craig Helmuth (left)
presented Bobby and Maria Geno (right) an Outstanding Blue Team members award for their work
at the Lyric during Elvis Festival. He also presented
Marianna Coffey (second from left) the Outstanding
Volunteer award. Our volunteers are active all over!
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Auditions Announced

uditions for TCT's production of To Kill A Mockingbird will be held Sunday, January 6, 2012
(children's auditions from 2:00 - 3:30 and adults from
3:30 - 5:00) and Monday, January 7, 2013
(children’s auditions from 6:00 - 7:30 and adults from
7:30 - 9:00). No advance preparation is needed. Selections from the script will be provided for reading
during auditions. African-American and Caucasian
adults and children needed.
Adults: Persons between the ages of 40-60 are
needed for a wide variety of roles including Atticus
Finch, Jean Louise Finch (Scout), Maudie Atkinson,
Nathan Radley, Walter Cunningham, Mr. Gilmer,
Judge Taylor and Sheriff Tate. African-American men
are needed for Tom Robinson (late 20s-30s), Rev.
Sykes, and farmers. African-American women are
needed for Calpurnia, Mrs. Sykes, and spectators.

The role of Mayella calls for a young
(early to mid-twenties) Caucasian female.
Children: Scout (girl 9 - 11), a tomboy, spunky and headstrong; Jem (boy
12-14), Scout's older brother and protector; and Dill (boy 10 - 12), Jem's
friend, imaginative with a sense of adventure.
Set in Alabama during the Great Depression, To
Kill a Mockingbird follows the journey of Jem and
Scout Finch, whose father has been appointed to defend Tom Robinson, a black man framed for a crime
he didn’t commit. This timeless classic compels us to
take an honest look at our nation’s past and our moral
responsibility to each other. Production dates are
March 21-23, 2013. For more information, contact the
TCT office at 844-1935.
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