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W

atch out! The wacky citizens of Tuna, Texas,
are back! In the next TCT production, Tuna
Does Vegas, veteran actors Clint Reid and Judd Wilson return to the TCT stage for their third hilarious
outing as the entire cast of zany characters from Tuna, the third smallest town in Texas. TCT patrons
and fans of the series will remember Clint and Judd
from the first two Tuna productions, Greater Tuna
(2007) and A Tuna Christmas (2008).
Tuna Does Vegas, co-written by Jaston Williams,
Joe Sears, and Ed Howard, is the fourth show in the
series of madcap comedies. Many of our favorite
characters make return appearances including Didi
Snavely, proprietress of Didi’s Used Guns; Petey
Fisk of the Tuna Humane Society; and Joe Bob
Lipsey, the frustrated show-tune singing community
theater director. In addition, several new characters,
colorful residents of Sin City, join the menagerie.
The merriment begins when Arles Struvie, a DJ at
Radio OKKK, announces on the air that he and his
wife Bertha Bumiller are heading to Las Vegas to

renew their wedding vows. One by one, many of the
citizens of Tuna decide to follow them for a rambling
romp through the bright lights and excitement of Sin
City, and hilarity ensues.
TCT’s production of Tuna Does Vegas is directed
by Kenneth Griswold. The show is designed with a
minimal set and props to highlight the imaginative
and hilarious performances of the cast and their colorful characters.
You won’t want to miss this laugh-a-minute comedy! Call the TCT box office at 662-844-1935 today to
reserve your ticket!

Please be aware that this
production contains language
some patrons may
find offensive.
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Notes from the President
I

t’s my favorite time of year –
trees and flowers are beginning
to bloom, the sun is shining and it
feels like we’re coming back to life.
Our spring productions promise
more of the great entertainment
we’ve been able to bring to you so
far this year. Tuna Does Vegas,
directed by Kenneth Griswold, features Judd Wilson and Clint Reid
and promises to be the funniest
installment in the Tuna series yet.
Our season will end with a great
favorite of many, Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat featuring
the music of Tim Rice. Craig
Helmuth and Carean Dendy are
partnering to bring us their rendi-

tion of this light-hearted musical
based on the “coat of many colors”
story of Joseph and his brothers.
Don’t miss it – production dates
are Gum Tree weekend – May 1012.
I would also like to recognize
and congratulate Tom Booth and
his cast and crew for their work
with God of Carnage. It was selected as one of the two productions to
represent Mississippi at the
Southeastern Theatre Conference. I would like to quote Tom,
who said it so well, “Our theatre is
in an elite group to have been
selected to represent Mississippi
four times in the last 11 years. I
am proud of our actors and crew

and I hope you are as well.” Congratulations to Tom, the cast and
crew – break a leg!
Come join us at the Lyric this
spring. There’s something here for
everyone – comedy, drama, music.
There will be great acting, great
sets, great costumes, a great venue, and great fun! All we need is
you! Your support – gifts, season
tickets, and your presence at the
shows – means
we can continue
to provide a community theatre in
our region that is
second to none!
-Tracie Maxey-Conwill
President

Scholarship Applications
to a Mississippi student currently enrolled in college and
majoring in speech, oral communications, drama, mass
media, and/or related fields. Selection is based on
achievements in the performing arts and general scholarship. The B. J. Huddleston Memorial Art Scholarship is a
scholarship recognizing a graduating Tupelo High School
student who has demonstrated artistic ability, academic
achievement, leadership, and good citizenship. In 2011
TCT presented the first Jess Mark Scholarship, which
goes to a Mississippi high school student who has had
involvement with Tupelo Community Theatre.
The deadline for submitting applications for any of these scholarships is April 16, 2012. The application form
may be obtained at the TCT business office or printed
from the TCT website at www.tct.ms. Applications are reupelo Community Theatre's mission is to stimulate,
viewed by a panel selected from the TCT Education Compromote, teach, and develop interest in the dramatic
mittee and Board of Directors.
arts. One very important way we work to accomplish that
Recipients will be notified by June 1. Students must
mission is to provide four $500 scholarships each year.
complete at least 12 hours each semester (or the equivaThe scholarships are awarded in memory of former board lent if on the quarter system) and maintain a 2.5 GPA. If
members who gave thousands of volunteer hours in the
you have questions concerning TCT's scholarship propursuit of quality theatre in northeast Mississippi.
grams, please call the Lyric office at 844-1935, or e-mail
The Liveakos Scholarship is offered each year to a
1tct@bellsouth.net.
graduating Tupelo High School student who has demonPlease take advantage of these financial opportunities
strated scholastic achievement and an aptitude for the
to further your education in the dramatic arts and related
dramatic arts. The Martha Geddie Scholarship is awarded fields!

T
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Introducing Our New Intern
V

olunteers are one of the most
important assets an organization like Tupelo Community Theatre has. Over the past ten years,
our student interns have made
significant contributions to the
organization. Their help is invaluable to our two staff members, a
full time executive director and a
part time box office manager.
Our current intern is Dalton
Russell, a graduate of Bruce High
School, now a student at ICC Tupelo. While in high school, Dalton
was active with the Youth in Arts program of Calhoun
County, playing Curly in Oklahoma! and Sky in Guys and
Dolls. Many of our patrons have enjoyed Dalton on the

Lyric stage in shows like Music Man, Jr. and All Shook
Up. He served as assistant director last summer for Alice
in Wonderland, Jr. Dalton also attended Northwest MS
Community College where he had lead roles in Smoke on
the Mountain and You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.
Interns at TCT are exposed to all areas of daily theatre
operation. Dalton is currently doing a major rework of our
props room. Interns also work with the staff and volunteers in other areas, including planning for upcoming
shows and events, helping with newsletters and posters,
changing the marquee, and running errands, as well as
helping with general upkeep of the Lyric. Scholarships
are provided to student interns at the end of each semester. If you are interested in applying for a future internship, email 1tct@bellsouth.net or call 662-844-1935.
Dalton, thanks for all you’re doing for TCT!

Happenings at the Lyric
Mark your calendars now—there’s lots going on at the Lyric and you don’t
want to miss a single event!
●Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat—May 10-12
●Tupelo Film Fest—May 16-19
●Elvis Festival—May 31-June 3
●Music, Monet & Margaritas—June 9
●Summer Youth Guys & Dolls, Jr.—June 21-23
●Theatre Camp—Late July (Dates TBD)
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