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Call 844-1935 today
to reserve your tickets
This production of 42nd Street
is sponsored by

C

ome and meet those dancing feet!
On the avenue I’m taking you to ...
42nd Street!
42nd Street, the hugely successful
Broadway stage musical, loosely based
on the Busby Berkeley movie of the
same name, is generally considered to
be among the most successful productions in the history of Broadway theater.
The musical premiered in 1980 and
won Tony Awards for Choreography and
Best Musical. 42nd Street was revived
in 2001, playing 31 previews, 1524 regular performances, and one Actors’ Fund
performance, the second most performances in Broadway history. The revival
won Tonys for best Actress in a Musical
and best Musical Revival.
42nd Street features the career of upand-coming chorus girl Peggy Sawyer
who arrives in New York City seeking a
Broadway career. After gathering her
courage for hours, she enters to audition
for Julian Marsh’s new musical, Pretty
Lady.
Unfortunately, the audition is over by
the time Peggy arrives. Luckily for her,

the suave tenor lead of Pretty Lady, Billy
Lawlor is attracted to Peggy and gets her
to sing with him and get noticed by
Julian, who puts her in the show.
However, shortly before Pretty Lady’s
opening night, Peggy accidentally trips
and pushes Dorothy Brock, the primadonna female lead of Pretty Lady, causing her to fall and break her ankle. What
will become of Peggy? Will the show go
on? Does Billy get the girl? All these
questions and many more are answered
in the show.
Many of the songs from the show are
beloved Broadway classics such as
“We’re In The Money,” “Lullaby Of
Broadway,” “Shuffle Off To Buffalo,” and
“42nd Street.”
The cast of over thirty includes many
first time performers, including Jonathan
McDowell as Billy Lawlor, as well as TCT
veterans, including Margaret Gousset as
Dorothy Brock, Mary Stewart Rhea as
Peggy Sawyer, and John Carroll as
Julian Marsh.
Suzanne Oakley and Tommy Green
play the roles of Maggie Jones and Bert

Barry, the writers/comedy leads of the
show. Newcomer Richard Ribble is cast
as Brock’s “sugar daddy” Abner Dillon,
with Rob Rice portraying her “real”
boyfriend Pat. Kenneth Griswold is featured as Andy Lee, choreographer for
Pretty Lady; Amy McDowell as Ann
Reilly, a lead dancer; Mike Garman as
Oscar, the pianist; and David Hutson as
Mac, the stage manager. Our talented
chorus of singers and dancers include
Jamie Baker, Laura Shirley, Beverly
Williams, Quincy Walton, Craig Helmuth,
Richmond Smith, Dick Deviney, Rick
Griswold, Robby and Colleen Parman,
Susan and OtisTims, Cindy Ribble, Lee
Harris, Laine Shaffer, Susan Hyatt, Lynn
Nelson, Debbie Spitler, Megan Ewing,
Lee McKenzie, Katie Pannell, Beth
Stauffer, and Kelly Bergmann.
This annual Gum Tree performance
will be presented at 7:30 p.m. May 11,
12 and 13 and at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
May 13. Tickets are $15 for adults and
$6 for students and are sure to sell out
quickly. Call the TCT office at 844-1935
for additional information.
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Notes from the President
this delightful musical will be April 24th
and 25th.
A big thank you goes to Shawn
Brevard and Renee Baldwin for all
their hard work in making our Spring
Education event a huge success.
Long Road to Freedom was a truly
inspirational production. TCT was
proud to partner with First United
Methodist Church and St. Paul United
Methodist Church for the community
performance on Wednesday night at
St. Paul’s Christian Life Center. It was
a special time of community fellowship
and friendship.
Thank you to Geoff Carter for his
faithful service on the TCT Board of
Directors. Due to work commitments,

Don’t forget!!!

ne of the show-stopping
numbers in 42nd Street
is “We’re in the Money!” After receiving the Mississippi Arts Commission
grant, we have been singing this song
around the theatre. Big projects are in
store at TCT. We’ll keep you posted
on how you can be a part of them!
Speaking of 42nd Street, the cast
and crew are working hard to present
one of the best musicals ever staged
at TCT. If you love Broadway musicals, this is a show you will not want
to miss. It will be presented Gum Tree
weekend, May 11, 12 & 13.
Our Summer Youth production of
Annie, Jr. will be directed by TCT veteran, Suzanne Oakley. Auditions for
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Geoff has had to resign from our
board. However, he has promised us
that he will continue to be involved on
a technical support basis. We will definitely take him up on that. Geoff,
thanks for all of your time and hard
work. We will miss you!
Come party with TCT at our annual
Music, Monet & Margaritas on Friday,
April 21 from 8 p.m. until midnight.
This is one of the Lyric Krewe’s major
fundraisers. A good time will be had
by all. As always, TCT is a
hub of activity. Come join
the fun!
--Tommy Green, President

Register for TCT Theatre Camp
D

id you know that the word “thespian” has its origin from the very first actor in
Ancient Greece? Did you know that the “orchestra” of a theatre was originally the
acting area?
This summer students will have an opportunity to discover all this and more. TCT is
once again offering a summer Theatre Camp for school age children. The theme this
year is Ancient Greece. Students will be able to explore the origins of theatre, art, and
music along with hands-on activities designed to enrich and entertain. Join us for a
journey through ancient temples, gods and goddesses, togas, and masks.
TCT’s Theatre Camp 2006 will be held the week of July 17-21. There will two sessions a day from 8-11:30 a.m. and from 1-4:30 p.m. There will be a performance on
Friday to showcase the students’ work.
TCT is pleased to have as camp counselors this year talented actress and director
Suzanne Oakley for Music and Debbie Pickens, art instructor from Shannon High School for Art. Allana Austin, actress,
director, and theater teacher at Tupelo High School, is returning as camp director and drama instructor. The cost for the
week is $100. Contact the TCT at 844-1935 for more information.

TCT Theatre Camp July 17-July 21, 2006
Registration Form
Camper’s Name___________________________________________________________________
M______ F_______

Grade Next Fall_______________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________________ Zip __________________
Parent or Guardian Name____________________________________________________________
Day Phone________________________
T-Shirt Size (Circle one) Youth S(6-8) Youth M(10-12) Youth L (14-16)
Adult S Adult M Adult L Adult XL
Health related or other concerns regarding camper:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Deadline is June 10, 2006. Cost is $100. Make check payable to TCT and mail to
Tupelo Community Theatre
P. O. Box 1094, Tupelo, MS 38802.
For more information call the TCT office at 662-844-1935
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Spotlight on Our Patrons

Family groups in the cast of 42nd Street include:
front-Jonathan & Amy McDowell, Colleen & Robby
Parman; back-Otis and Susan Tims, Kenneth & Rick
Griswold, and Richard & Cindy Ribble.

T

he magnitude of staging a classic like 42nd Street is
tremendous. The cast and staff must work extremely
hard and it requires a significant commitment of time. TCT
becomes your “family” because sometimes it feels like you
are with the cast more than you are at home. This production has many unique features but one of the greatest is
that it features four married couples and a father/son duo.
The first couple is Cindy Ribble and her husband
Richard. The Ribbles have tons of theatre expertise. Cindy
recently was the assistant director for TCT’s Streakin’!
Although this is their first TCT performance together, these
two have been working on stage together since 1988
where they first met while rehearsing for Witness for the
Prosecution in Houston, Texas. They worked together in
many shows there from 1988 to 1995. Both have extensive
theatrical education and experience and are choir members at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Tupelo. Working on
this show together means “one doesn’t have to explain to
one’s spouse what hard work it is doing a show, it doubles
your pleasure and it saves on gas,” says Cindy. They feel
this makes them part of a family that understands and
relates to them.
A set of newcomers to TCT is Robby and Colleen
Parman. These newlyweds of ten months are making their
debut on the TCT stage. Neither of them has prior theater
experience but are thrilled for the opportunity to work
together as a couple. They made a New Year’s resolution
to do something new and exciting together and were elated to learn that TCT was doing this great show. Colleen
developed a “bug” for tap dancing after seeing 42nd Street
performed in Memphis. Robby is enjoying being in the chorus and playing the waiter in Act I. The couple feels this
show has really brought them closer and they are thrilled
to have made connections with all the wonderful people in
the show, especially all the other couples. Colleen stated,
“we definitely think that other couples and family members
should participate in TCT shows together because it is an
experience they will never forget.”
Also joining TCT for the first time is another young couple, Jonathan and Amy McDowell. These newlyweds (also
of ten months) bring extensive talent with them. They are

new to Tupelo and new to TCT, but not new to performing.
Both performed in the Inaugural Gala for the Ford Center
at Ole Miss. Amy was in Showstoppers and Jonathan performed in Big River while at Ole Miss. Amy says “42nd
Street utilizes both of our best attributes since Jonathan is
a singer and I am a dancer.” She tutors him on dancing
while he coaches her singing. This couple feels fortunate
to be able to spend time doing something they love together. They feel this is a great way for family members to
grow closer together as a unit and helps combat the feeling of losing valuable time with loved ones.
Otis and Susan Tims are a couple of veterans at TCT.
They both share a love of theatre and have performed in
countless roles over the years. Susan says that working
with the younger couples “keeps me feeling younger, even
though the dance rehearsals are like taking an aerobics
class every night and are wearing me out!” Otis, who has
performed in a wide variety of dramatic roles at TCT, is
happy to “stretch” his skills in a musical and work with
such a close-knit cast.
Last, but certainly not least, is the Griswold duo. Father
Rick and son Kenneth are veterans to the TCT stage and
family. Kenneth began his TCT career in Charlotte’s Web
in 1990 and has been involved in at least 13 shows since
at TCT. Rick has been in too many shows to name and
currently serves on the TCT board of directors. He and
Kenneth sing together in the choir at First United Methodist
Church and in the Tupelo Symphony Chorus. Kenneth
says it is great working with his father in the show. “We
have a really good relationship as adults and it is fun to
share our interests in theatre and music. Although I can’t
help making fun of his pitiful dancing skills, mine aren’t
much better,” laughs Kenneth. Rick says although Kenneth
is showing him up in dancing, it has been a real treat working together on 42nd Street. They both think it is wonderful
to share the stage with so many friends and families working together.
TCT and the cast of 42nd Street can hardly wait to
dance into your hearts in this timeless classic. Come join
the excitement and see this awesome cast of families, couples, veterans and newcomers … down on 42nd Street.
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Long Road
To Freedom
Metro Theatre Company recently
presented Long Road to Freedom for
TCT's annual Spring Education event
at area schools and at a free community performance at St. Paul United
Methodist Church. The cast and crew
also hosted workshops for teachers.
Pictured here is one of the cast members presenting a workshop at the
Boys and Girls Club. The Spring
Education event was a huge success,
thanks to sponsors B&B Concrete,
Journal Publishing Company,
BellSouth, Blue Cross/Blue Shield
and Southern Arts Federation.

New Warehouse Space

N

early two decades ago Tupelo Community Theatre had
a need and the community stepped up. The more
things change, the more they stay the same. After 19 years
of donated warehouse space, TCT has moved its sets and
props and memories to a new warehouse space in the former Rockwell International plant – the building most
recently used by Delta Manufacturing located on the corner
of South Gloster and Eason Boulevard. Back in 1987,
though, it was Tupelo businessman Jim Threldkeld who
stepped up and allowed TCT to move into one of his warehouses on Spring Street. With the demolition of the old
building forthcoming, however, TCT was forced to look
elsewhere for storage space.
This time Journal Enterprises stepped up and donated
the warehouse space so vital to the very existence of a
community theatre. “TCT adds a lot to the quality of life of
all of Northeast Mississippi, and we’re just glad we’re able
to help,” said Bill Hannah, president of Journal Enterprises.

Had it not been for a violent storm during July 2004, TCT
would still be using the old warehouse. “That storm really,
severely, damaged that whole building,” Threldkeld said.
“Both the roof and the entire structure were too severely
damaged to repair. It just wasn’t feasible to go in and try to
repair everything.” Threldkeld said he has plans to “recycle” the property and perhaps turn the site into a distribution center. But he said he would miss his association with
TCT. “When they first approached me 19 years ago, there
wasn’t anywhere at the Lyric that would work,” he said.
“They desperately needed some storage space and I think
our partnership turned out quite well. TCT is a great organization; there’s a tremendous amount of work by the public
that goes into everything that they do, and it shows up in
the quality of work they turn out. We’re just glad we had an
opportunity to participate over the years.”
TCT could not exist without the valuable contributions of
individuals and businesses in the area. Thank you!!!
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Auditions for Annie, Jr.
T

omorrow! Tomorrow! I love ya,
Tomorrow! You’re only a day
away.” Auditions are just around the
corner for TCT’s Summer Youth
Production of Annie!
Based on the popular comic strip,
Annie tells the story of a spunky
Depression-era orphan determined
to find her parents who abandoned
her years ago on the doorstep of a
New York City orphanage run by the
cruel Miss Hannigan. In adventure
after fun-filled adventure, Annie foils
Miss Hannigan’s evil schemes,
befriends President Franklin
Roosevelt and finds a new family in
billionaire Oliver Warbucks, his personal secretary Grace Farrell, and a
lovable mutt named Sandy.

Annie’s upbeat plot, flamboyant
characters, and bright, tuneful
music have made it one of the most
beloved musicals in history, and this
is your chance to get involved!
Auditions will be held Monday,
April 24, and Tuesday, April 25, at
5:30 p.m. at the Lyric Theatre in
Downtown Tupelo. There are parts
for youth 2nd grade through 12th
grade. (Younger students must be
strong readers.) No advance preparation is needed! There are also
opportunities for backstage and
tech positions. Suzanne Oakley will
direct Annie and if you need more
information contact the TCT office at
844-1935.

